
AP English Literature        FRQ 3 (open/theme analysis essay) Outline 
 

Paragraph 1 
THESIS: analytical statement that addresses all requirements of the prompt and notes text’s complexity  

In (1) title, (2) author employs or examines (3) character(s) OR relationship(s) OR scene(s) OR device(s) to  
(4) strong and specific verb (5) central topic, ultimately revealing that (6) theme (assertion about human nature). 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paragraph 2  
TOPIC SENTENCE that clearly states idea about one part of the complexity 

 
 
 
 

 
Evidence (specific details) Support of Topic Sentence and/or Thesis & Theme 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Paragraph 3  
TOPIC SENTENCE that clearly states idea about one part of the complexity 

 
 
 
 

 
Evidence (specific details) Support of Topic Sentence and/or Thesis & Theme 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Paragraph 4 
CONCLUSION: assertion of what we learn about the human condition from the example of this text (not a repetition of thesis) 

 
 
 
 
 



 


